
 

 

About “Practical Word Power” 

 

 “Practical Word Power” (“PWP”) was the nation's first book to enable qualified volunteers to 
tutor phonics as a tool to deliver independence to limited-language persons in the development of new  

vocabulary to their personal needs: Learn the dictionary's coded sounds and pronounce every word in 

the dictionary correctly—and immediately! Only 8-sessions of 2-hours each . . . not months or years. 

 Bonus: With both our English and their ethnic bilingual dictionaries in hand, any word known 

in their language could be pronounced correctly in English within minutes (if it appears in both books). 

 Dr John Haskell was consultant. He was both a professor of Linguistics at North-eastern Illinois 

College, in Chicago, and simultaneously the Editor of the “TESOL Newsletter” (Teachers of English to 
Speakers of Other Languages; name now changed). His 'Editor's Introduction' is included in the book. 

Despite Dr Haskell's qualifications, “PWP” was not “Dewey” in construct and so was received tepidly 
by concerned teachers.  

 Dewey is classroom centered and oriented toward memorized generic lists, termed 'spelling.' 

Dewey methods are still reminiscent of one-room-schoolhouse methods and do not teach independence. 

The Dewey phonics break-though reported in “Time” (Aug 22/22) is a Dewey-compatible variation 

that voices, in class, the related elements once essentially silently memorized. Dictionary-usage was 

never a Dewey subject. 

 The tested first draft of “PWP” was copyrighted in 1983, and the first edition was published in 
1989. It was developed in the Community Colleges of Chicago—Truman City College and the Chicago 

Urban Skills Institute. The published version was accepted and certificated by both the State of 

California's and the City of New York's Departments of Education; tested again in an alternative school 

and the Puerto Rican community there. The Puerto Rican report to its sponsor is included below. It's a 

primer on community group implementation of a valid educational program delivered to community 

members who are not able to attend classes regularly during school hours. 

 Because validity is significant, certificates and community items are presented here. However, 

more extensive items can be seen at the Author's original business site, 

<Richard33Cavalier@gmail.com>. Click 'Business Writing' blue button; then check the 'Recognition', 

'Idea Support' and 'Clips' buttons. Note: the Author's contrarian views are not appreciated by all; so, his 

various sites are subject to hacking and corruption—and occasional freezing of the function buttons. 

Try. Unwanted truths are unwanted by some.   

 Independence is needed by all! 
























